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Homework Policy
‘To encourage a lifelong love of learning’

Rationale 
At Ravensbury Community School we are committed to providing a simulating and creative curriculum that encourages children to create, explore and soar. We believe that homework plays a part in this. 
The Governors and staff of Ravensbury Community School believe that homework is an important aspect of a child’s education.  Effective homework gives children the opportunity to sharpen skills whilst developing lifelong self-management abilities. We believe it encourages children to realise that learning can take place outside the classroom as well as promoting independent learning thus encouraging the child to take great responsibility for their personal progress.  Homework allows parents, carers and the school, to work in partnership for the benefit of their child. We also believe that all children should have the opportunity to foster a love of learning and that homework plays an important role in this development.
This policy is based on current government guidelines which emphasise the importance of homework and how it helps your child to learn. We recognise that all children need leisure time and hope that our policy reflects a balance so children can extend and consolidate their learning with parental support while still allowing ‘down time’.
Principles 
We believe that homework should:

· be short but effective 
· encourage a love of learning 

· be celebrated and rewarded

· be clear for both pupils and parents 
· be familiar and achievable 

· encourage ownership and autonomy in learning 

· build relationships between adults at home and school 

· encourage discussion between home and school 

· develop self-management skills 

· develop skills for later life
Purpose 

· To keep skills sharp 

· It is a government requirement 

· To encourage self-study 

Why is homework important? 

· to develop confidence 

· to develop skill fluency 

· to prepare for the next stage of learning

· to consolidate learning completed in school 

· to develop organisational and time management skills 

Types of homework 

· Reading with a purpose- a short task for example, questioning before and after, vocabulary detective  
· Handwriting practice 

· Mental calculations – times tables practice 

· Maths questions from the previous weeks learning 

· 10 spellings 

· Connected curriculum ½ termly project (holiday)
Frequency and duration of homework 

School will provide a quiet space/time for pupils to complete homework in school if necessary. 
Reading 
· EYFS – 5 minutes 

· KS1 – 10 minutes 

· Year 3 & 4 – 20  minutes 

· Year 5 & 6 – 20 minutes 

Children should read daily and their reading diaries should be signed by an adult every day. A follow up task should be completed; finding new vocabulary, learning the meaning of words, practicing summary skills.

Spellings  

Spellings should consist of 5 words from the appropriate phase list and five words relating to the current connected curriculum topic. 

EYFS – phonics bags 

KS1 – 10 spellings per week

KS2 - 10 spellings per week 

Maths 
All children should be encouraged to learn age appropriate times tables and number bonds.
Maths questions  -  1 activity per week 

EYFS – 10 minutes 

KS1 – 10 minutes 

Year 3 & 4 – 20 minutes

Year 5 & 6 – 20 minutes 

Connected Curriculum 

Holiday homework-Children will be set a project to complete at home at the end of each unit. This will consolidate all their terms learning and will take the form of a project. Class teachers will be able to decide how this will be set. Children should be given autonomy as to how they present their learning.  

Please note that during the spring and summer term prior to SATS year 6 will follow a daily homework program in readiness for the end of key stage National tests. This will consist of daily reading, maths and SPAG (spelling, grammar and punctuation) practice and children will be rewarded with VIP status for completion of. 

Tracking of homework 

At Ravensbury all homework will be recognised and celebrated. It will be marked using a pink tick or stamp indicating to the children that their work has been seen and valued. Incorrect homework will be marked with a green dot. A record of homework completion will be kept and spellings and timetables results will be recorded and tracked. 

Rewards and Sanctions 

Rewards 

Children will be rewarded for completing homework with house points. They will have the opportunity to win the speller of the week trophy and timetables champion award. Project homework will be displayed for parents to celebrate. 

Sanctions 

For children who do not complete homework 

· Golden time will be lost on a Friday 

· Persistent non completion of homework will mean a meeting with class teacher then phase leader then a member of the SLT. 

· Letters will be sent home to parents 







KEY PRINCIPLE


We believe that Homework should be short but effective.








KEY PRINCIPLE


We believe homework should build relationships between adults at home and school.








KEY PRINCIPLE


We believe that homework should encourage a love of lifelong learning. 
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KEY PRINCIPLE


We believe that homework should be familiar and achievable. 








KEY PRINCIPLE


We believe that homework should be celebrated and rewarded.








KEY PRINCIPLE 


We believe that homework should develop self-management skills. 
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